
Living With Monkeys

Indigenous Vegetation For Vervet Monkeys

Written by: Geoff NicholsDesign, Layout & Photo’s by: Angie WilkenPrinted for PRIMATES AFRICA



Vervet Monkey Fruit and flowers – 
 

       

Common Name Scientific Name    Foliage Flower Flowerin
g  

Fruiting 

     Colour Colour Time Time 

Sweet Thorn Acacia karroo Tree Endemic Deciduous Green Yellow Summer Autumn 

Scented Thorn Acacia nilotica  Tree Endemic Deciduous Green Yellow Summer Autumn 

Splendid Thorn Acacia robusta Tree Endemic Deciduous Green White Spring Autumn 

Dune Poison Bush Acokanthera oblongifolia Shrub Endemic Evergreen Green White Spring Summer 

Common Poison-Bush Acokanthera oppositifolia Shrub Endemic Evergreen Green White Spring Summer 

Flat-crown Albizia adianthifolia Tree Endemic Deciduous Green White Spring Autumn 

Black False Currant Allophylus melanocarpus Tree Endemic Evergreen Green White Summer Winter 

Dune False Currant Allophylus natalensis Tree Endemic Evergreen Green White Summer Winter 

Krantz Aloe Aloe arborescens Shrub Endemic Evergreen Green Orange Winter Spring 

Tree aloe Aloe barberiae Form tree Indig. Evergreen  Orange Winter N/A 

Bitter Aloe Aloe ferox Form Indig. Evergreen Green Orange Winter Spring 

Dune Aloe Aloe thraskii Form Endemic Evergreen Green Orange Winter Spring 

White Pear Apodytes dimidiata Tree Endemic Evergreen Green White Summer Autumn 

Brown Ivory Berchemia discolor Tree Indig. Evergreen Green Cream Spring Autumn 

Red Ivory Berchemia zeyheri Tree Endemic Deciduous Green Cream Spring Summer 

Glossy Ash Bersama lucens Tree Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Spring Summer 

Coastal Gold Leaf Bridelia micrantha Tree Endemic Deciduous Green Cream Spring Summer 

Wild Pomegranate Burchellia bubalina Shrub Endemic Evergreen Green Orange Summer Autumn 

Hairy Turkey-berry Canthium ciliatum Shrub Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Spring Autumn 

Common Turkey-berry Canthium inerme Tree Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Spring Winter 

Krantz Quar Canthium locuples Shrub Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Spring Autumn 
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Coastal Canthium Canthium spinosa Shrub Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Summer Autumn 

Creeping Caper Bush Capparis brassii Creeper Endemic Evergreen Green White Summer Autumn 

Weeping Caper Creeper Capparis fascicularis Creeper Endemic Evergreen Green White Winter Spring 

Woolly Caper Bush Capparis tomentosa Creeper Endemic Evergreen Green White Spring Summer 

Forest Num-num Carissa bispinosa Shrub Endemic Evergreen Green White Spring Summer 

Amatungulu Dune Num-num Carissa macrocarpa Shrub Endemic Evergreen Green White Summer Autumn 

White Stinkwood Celtis africana Tree Endemic Deciduous Green Cream Spring Winter 

Natal Elm Celtis mildbraedii Tree Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Spring Winter 

Thorny Elm Chaetachme aristata Tree Indig. Evergreen    Winter – 
Roosting tree 

Giant Pock Ironwood Chionanthus peglerae Tree Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Spring Spring 

Tick-berry Chrysanthemoides monilifera Shrub Endemic Evergreen Green Yellow Autumn Winter 

Cat's Whiskers Clerodendrum glabrum Tree Endemic Evergreen Green White Autumn Summer 

Coshwood Cola natalensis Tree Endemic Evergreen Green Yellow Summer Autumn 

Forest Corkwood Commiphora woodii   Tree Endemic Deciduous Green Cream Summer Summer 

Forest Fever-berry Croton sylvaticus  Tree Endemic Deciduous Green Cream Spring Autumn 

Cape Quince Cryptocarya woodii  Tree Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Spring Autumn 

Natal Coast Cabbage Tree Cussonia nicholsonii Form Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Spring Summer 

Forest Cabbage Tree Cussonia sphaerocephala Form Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Summer Summer 

Common Cabbage Tree Cussonia spicata  Form Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Summer Autumn 

Zulu Cabbage Tree Cussonia zuluensis Form Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Summer Summer 

Dune Grape Cyphostemma flaviflorum  Creeper Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Spring Winter 

Doublestemmed Grape Cyphostemma hypoleucum  Creeper Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Summer Winter 

Thorny Rope Dalbergia armata Creeper Endemic Deciduous Green Cream Spring Winter 

Climbing Fat-bean Dalbergia obovata Creeper Endemic Deciduous Green Cream Spring Winter 

Dune Soap Berry Deinbollia oblongifolia Shrub Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Autumn Spring 

Bluebush Diospyros lycioides Shrub Endemic Deciduous Blue green Cream Spring Autumn 

Acorn Diospyros Diospyros natalensis Tree Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Summer Autumn 

Common White Pear  Dombeya rotundifolia Tree Endemic Deciduous Green White Spring Summer 

Kei Apple Dovyalis caffra  Shrub Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Spring Summer 
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Natal Apricot Dovyalis longispina  Tree Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Summer Autumn 

Common Sourberry Dovyalis rhamnoides Shrub Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Spring Summer 

Dragon Dracaena Dracaena aletriformis Form Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Summer Autumn 

Forest Ironplum Drypetes gerrardii  Tree Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Spring Summer 

Natal Ironplum Drypetes natalensis Tree Endemic Evergreen Green Yellow Spring Summer 

Puzzle Bush Ehretia rigida Shrub Endemic Deciduous Green Mauve Spring Summer 

Cape Ash Ekebergia capensis Tree Endemic Deciduous Green Cream Spring Summer 

Natal Milkplum Englerophytum natalense Tree Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Spring Autumn 

Coast Coral Tree Erythrina caffra  Tree Endemic Deciduous Green Orange Winter Summer 

Cockspur Coral Tree Erythrina crista-galli Tree Exotic Deciduous Green Red Summer Autumn 

Broad-leaved Coral Tree Erythrina latissima Tree Endemic Deciduous Green Red Winter Summer 

Common Coral Tree Erythrina lysistemon Tree Endemic Deciduous Green Red Winter Summer 

Common Coca Tree Erythroxylum emarginatum Tree Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Spring Summer 

Blue Guarri Euclea crispa Tree Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Spring Autumn 

Natal Guarri Euclea natalensis  Tree Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Spring Autumn 

Giant-leaved Fig Ficus lutea Tree Indig. Deciduous Green None None All year round 

Hairy Rock Fig Ficus glumosa – dry north-facing 
slopes 

Tree Indig. Deciduous Green None None All year round 

Red leaved Rock Fig Ficus Ingens – dry north-facing 
slopes 

Tree Indig. Deciduous Green None None All year round 

Veld Fig Ficus burtt-davyii  Shrub Endemic Evergreen Green None None Spring 

Natal Fig Ficus natalensis  Tree Endemic Evergreen Green None None Summer 

Wild Rubber Fig Ficus polita Tree Endemic Evergreen Green None None Autumn 

Broom Cluster Fig Ficus sur Tree Endemic Evergreen Green None None Winter 

Sycomore Fig Ficus sycomorus Tree Indig. Evergreen Green None None Summer 

Common Wild Fig Ficus thonningii Tree Endemic Evergreen Green None None Autumn 

Swamp Fig Ficus trichopoda Tree Endemic Evergreen Green None None Summer 

Water Fig Ficus verrucosa Shrub Indig. Evergreen Green None None Summer 

Forest Mangosteen Garcinia gerrardii Tree Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Spring Autumn 

African Mangosteen Garcinia livingstonei Tree Indig. Deciduous Green Cream Spring Summer 

Climbing Raisin Grewia caffra Creeper Endemic Evergreen Green Yellow Summer Autumn 
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Forest Raisin Grewia lasiocarpa Creeper Endemic Evergreen Green Pink Summer Autumn 

Crossberry Grewia occidentalis Creeper Endemic Evergreen Green Pink Summer Autumn 

Tree Fuchsia Halleria lucida Tree Endemic Evergreen Green Orange Winter Spring 

Natal Plum Harpephyllum caffrum Tree Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Spring Winter 

Climbing Turkey-berry Keetia gueinzii Creeper Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Summer Summer 

Rhino-coffee Kraussia floribunda Shrub Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Spring Summer 

Natal Medlar Lagynias lasiantha Shrub Endemic Deciduous Green Cream Spring Autumn 

Swamp Poplar Macaranga capensis Tree Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Summer Spring 

Common Bush-cherry Maerua cafra  Shrub Endemic Evergreen Green White Spring Spring 

Forest Bush-cherry Maerua racemulosa Shrub Endemic Evergreen Green White Spring Summer 

Needle-leaved Bush-cherry Maerua rosmarinoides Shrub Endemic Evergreen Green White Spring Summer 

False Assegai Maesa lanceolata Shrub Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Spring Autumn 

Fire dart bush Malvaviscus arboreus Shrub Exotic Evergreen Green Red Summer Sterile 

Milkberry Manilkara discolor Tree Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Summer Autumn 

Common Spike Thorn Maytenus heterophylla Tree Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Spring Summer 

White Forest Spike Thorn Maytenus nemorosa Tree Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Spring Summer 

Cape Blackwood Maytenus peduncularis Tree Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Spring Summer 

Dune koko Tree Maytenus procumbens Shrub Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Spring Autumn 

Red Coast Milkwood Mimusops caffra Tree Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Summer Autumn 

Red Milkwood Mimusops obovata Tree Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Summer Autumn 

Dwaba berry Monanthotaxis caffra Shrub Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Spring Summer 

Cliff Olive Olea capensis subsp. enervis Tree Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Summer Autumn 

Wild Olive Olea europea subsp. africana Tree Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Summer Autumn 

Forest Olive Olea woodiana Tree Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Summer Summer 

Jacket-plum Pappea capensis Tree Endemic Deciduous Green Cream Spring Summer 

Wild Date Palm Phoenix reclinata Palm Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Summer Winter 

 

a
a
a
a
a
a
a
a
a
a

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0



Potato Bush Phyllanthus reticulatus Creeper Indig. Evergreen Green Cream Spring Autumn 

Cheesewood Pittosporum viridifolium Tree Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Spring Winter 

Plumbago Plumbago auriculata Shrub Endemic Evergreen Green Blue Autumn Summer 

Red Beech Protorhus longifolia Tree Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Spring Spring 

Black Bird Seed Psychotria capensis Shrub Endemic Evergreen Green Yellow Summer Spring 

Quar Psydrax obovata Tree Endemic Evergreen Green White Summer Winter 

False Forest Spike-thorn Putterlickia verrucosa Shrub Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Summer Spring 

Forest Peach Rawsonia lucida Tree Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Spring Autumn 

Baboon Grape Rhoicissus digitata Creeper Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Spring Winter 

Glossy Forest Grape Rhoicissus rhomboidea Creeper Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Spring Winter 

Common Forest Grape Rhoicissus tomentosa Creeper Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Spring Autumn 

Red Currant Rhus chirindensis Tree Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Spring Summer 

Dune Currant Rhus nebulosa Shrub Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Spring Autumn 

September Bells Rothmannia globosa Shrub Endemic Evergreen Green White Spring Summer 

False Cabbage Tree Schefflera umbellifera Tree Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Spring Summer 

Tree Fuchsia Schotia brachypetala Tree Endemic Deciduous Green Red Winter Summer 

Marula Sclerocarya birrea subsp. caffra Tree Endemic Deciduous Green Pink Spring Summer 

Cat-thorn Scutia myrtina Creeper Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Spring Winter 

Dune Canary Creeper Senecio deltoideus Creeper Endemic Evergreen Green Yellow Winter Spring 

Canary Creeper Senecio tamoides Creeper Endemic Evergreen Green Yellow Winter Spring 

White Milkwood Sideroxylon inerme Tree Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Summer Winter 

Wild Banana Strelitzia nicolai Form Endemic Evergreen Green White All year Autumn 

Crane Flower Strelitzia reginae Form Indig. Evergreen Green Orange Summer Autumn 

Black Monkey Orange Strychnos gerrardii Tree Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Spring Autumn 

Water-berry Syzygium cordatum Tree Endemic Evergreen Green White Spring Winter 

Forest Water-berry Syzygium gerrardii Tree Endemic Evergreen Green White Spring Summer 

Water Pear Syzygium guineense Tree Endemic Evergreen Green White Spring Summer 

Forest Toad Tree Tabernaemontana ventricosa Tree Endemic Evergreen Green White Summer Summer 

Toad Tree Tabernaemontana elegans Tree Indig. Evergreen Green White Summer Spring 
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Zulu Cherry-orange Teclea gerrardii Tree Endemic Evergreen Green Green Spring Summer 

Wild Honeysuckle Tecomaria capensis Shrub Endemic Evergreen Green Orange Winter Spring 

Climbing Fish Poison Tinospora caffra Creeper Endemic Deciduous Green Cream Summer Autumn 

Pigeonwood Trema orientalis Tree Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Summer All year 

Cape-coffee Tricalysia capensis Shrub Endemic Evergreen Green White Spring Summer 

Jackal-coffee Tricalysia lanceolata Shrub Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Spring Summer 

Coast-coffee Tricalysia sonderana Shrub Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Spring Autumn 

Forest Mahogany Trichilia dregeana Tree Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Summer Autumn 

Bushveld Mahogany Trichilia emetica Tree Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Spring Summer 

Wild Mulberry  Trimeria grandifolia Tree Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Summer Autumn 

Forest Honeysuckle Turraea floribunda Tree Endemic Deciduous Green Cream Spring Summer 

Small Cluster-pear Uvaria caffra Shrub Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Spring Autumn 

Natal Bush Medlar Vangueria randii subsp. chartacea Shrub Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Spring Autumn 

Wild Medlar Vangueria infausta Shrub Endemic Deciduous Green Cream Spring Autumn 

White Ironwood Vepris lanceolata Tree Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Spring Spring 

Wild Frangipani Voacanga thouarsii Tree Endemic Evergreen Green Cream Summer Autumn 

African Dog-rose Xylotheca kraussiana Tree Endemic Evergreen Green White Spring Summer 

Buffalo Thorn Ziziphus mucronata Tree Endemic Deciduous Green Cream Spring Winter 
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TREES 
BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME SHELTER PROPAGATION NURSERIES REMARKS 
Acacia caffra  Common Hook Thorn Yes  Seed   Yes   Cream flowers 
Acacia karroo  Sweet Thorn  Yes  Seed    Yes  Yellow flowers sweet scented 
Apodytes dimidiata White Pear  Yes  Seed   Yes  Red & blackberries 

Bowkeria verticillata Natal Shell-flower Bush Hardy  Seed   No  Small tree, white snapdragon "slippers" 
Calodendrum capense Cape Chestnut  Yes  Seed   Yes  Large tree showy pink flowers in summer. 

Canthium ciliatum Dwarf Turkey-berry Yes  Seed   Yes  Small tree/shrub spiny branches  
Canthium mundianum Rock Alder  Yes  Seed   Yes  Small vertical, open tree with yellow Autumn leaves 
Cassinopsis ilicifolia Lemon Thorn  Hardy  Seed   Yes  Hedge plant thorny and good for shelter orange berries for colour 

Celtis africana  White Stinkwood  Yes  Seed   Yes  Shade tree but buy from cold nursery beware of Chinese imports 
Cussonia paniculata Highveld Cabbage Tree Slightly  Seed   Yes  Blue green leaves, accent plant 
Cussonia spicata  Common Cabbage Tree Yes  Seed   Yes  Larger lower altitude species accent and bird food. 

Cyathea dregei  Tree Fern  Hardy  Spores   Yes  Accent plant wet feet and full sun 
Dais cotinifolia  Pom-pom tree  Yes  Seed   Yes  Moist sites, pink pompoms 
Diospyros lycioides Eastern Bluebush  Hardy  Seed   Yes  Good shelter belt and garden tree 
Diospyros whyteana Bladdernut  Yes  Seed   No  Small tree, shiny dark green foliage 
Euclea crispa  Blue guarri  Hardy  Seed   No  Small tree 
Ficus ingens  Red-leaved Fig  Hardy  Seed   Yes  Small tree browsed and fruits for birds 

Grewia occidentalis Crossberry   At first  Seed   Yes  Small tree or shrub, semi shade, mauve flowers 
Greyia sutherlandii Natal bottlebrush  Yes  Cuttings & Seed  Yes  Straggly, robust small tree, scarlet flowers 
Gymnosporia buxifolia Common Spike-thorn Hardy  Seed or sucker  No  Small shade tree, lovely "blocky" bark,  

Halleria lucida  Tree Fuchsia   At first  Seed & suckers  Yes  Orange flowers direct on stem attracts birds 
Heteromorpha trifoliata Parsley tree  Hardy  Seed   No  Small tree 
Ilex mitis  Cape Holly  Yes  Seed   No  Tree, moist site, semi shade, makes dense canopy 
Kiggelaria africana Wild Peach  Hardy  Seed   Yes  Small tree, open habit, grayish peach leaves 
Leucosidea sericea Ouhout   Hardy  Seed or suckers  No  Small tree, pruning creates Bonsai effect 
Maytenus acuminata Silk-bark  Hardy  Seed   Yes  Shade tree, leaves & bark break with "silk" threads 
Maytenus peduncularis Cape Blackwood  Hardy  Seed   No  Small tree 
Maytenus undata  Koko tree  Yes at first  Seed   No  Shade tree, leaves pale at back 
Myrica pilulifera now Morella pilulifera Broadleaved waxberry At first Seed   No  Small tree, very dense green canopy 

Myrsine africana  Cape Myrtle 

Olea europea ssp. africana Wild Olive  At first  Seed   Yes  Tree, shrub or hedge, leaves grey behind. Stands drought 
Olinia emarginata Mountain hard pear Hardy  Seed   No  Beautiful, shiny shade tree with pale stem 
Pittosporum viridiflorum Cheesewood  Yes  Seed   Yes  Small tree, shrub, hedge 
Podocarpus latifolius True Yellowwood At first  Seed   Yes  Shade tree, good soil & moist site, stands shade 

Podocarpus henkelii Henkel’s Yellowwood At first  Seed   Yes  Specimen tree food and shelter tree  

INDIGENOUS TREES, SHRUBS, HERBACEOUS PLANTS & CREEPERS FOR COLD AREAS 



TREES 
 
BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME SHELTER PROPAGATION NURSERIES REMARKS 
Protea roupelliae  Silver Sugarbush  Hardy  Seed   No  Sugarbird and Sunbird Trees 
Protea caffra  Natal Sugarbush  Hardy  Seed   No  Sugarbird and Sunbird Trees 
Protea subvestita  Lip-flower Sugarbush Hardy  Seed   No  Sugarbird and Sunbird Trees 
Protea aristata  Ladismith Sugarbush Hardy  Seed   Yes  W. Cape rewarding - many other species Consult Cape Nurseries. 
Protea eximia  Broad-leaved Sugarbush Hardy  Seed   Yes  W. Cape rewarding - many other species. Consult Cape Nurseries. 
Protea lacticolor  Hottentot Sugarbush Hardy  Seed   Yes  W. Cape rewarding - many other species. Consult Cape Nurseries. 
Prunus africana  Red Stinkwood  Hardy  Seed   Yes  Large tree pioneer in Midlands, attracts birds 

Ptaeroxylon obliquum Sneezewood 
Rapanea melanophloeos Cape Beech  At first  Seed or suckers  No  Pioneer tree on forest margins, moist sites 
Rhamnus prinoides Dogwood  Hardy  Seed   No  Small tree, shrub, and hedge. Shiny dark green leaves 
Rhigozum obovatum Yellow pomegranate  Yes  Seed   No  Small flowering tree, well drained site 
Rothmannia capensis Common Rothmannia   Hardy  Seed   Yes  Shrub for shade or sun. Fruit for monkeys 

Rothmannia globosa September Bells  Yes  Seed   Yes  Shrub for shade or sun. Fruit for monkeys. 

Salix mucronata ssp. woodii Natal Willow  Hardy  Cuttings, suckers  No   Small riverside tree, moist sites 
Scolopia mundii  Red pear   Hardy  Seed   No   Shade tree, shiny leaves, red new shoots, moist sites 
Seemannaralia gerrardii Wild Maple  Yes  Seed   No  Tree for birds and deciduous for interest in garden. 

Smodingium argutum Rainbow leaf  Yes  Seed   Perhaps  Small tree, Rhus-like autumn colours, has a toxic sap  
Virgilia oroboides Cape Keurboom  Yes  Seed   Yes  Tree with lovely purple pea flowers, short lived, approx. 10 years 

Widdringtonia nodiflora Berg Cypress  Hardy  Seed   No  Small accent tree. Clips to bush or hedge 

Ziziphus mucronata Buffalo thorn  At first  Seed   No  Clip to small tree, shrub or thorny hedge 

CLIMBERS 
 
BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME SHELTER PROPAGATION NURSERIES REMARKS 
Aloe tenuior  Small-leaved Hedge Aloe Yes  Cuttings   Yes  Sunbird food and insects, medicinal plant 
Aloe striatula  Large-leaved Hedge Aloe Hardy  Cuttings   Yes  Sunbird food and insects, medicinal plant 
Buddleja dysophylla White Climbing Sage  Hardy  Cuttings & Seed  Yes  Scented flowers for birds and butterflies 
Clematis brachiata Traveller's joy  Hardy  Seed, runners  No  Small creamy flowers followed by silvery "puffballs 
Rhoicissus tridentata Wild grape  Hardy  Seed, runners  No  Useful creeper on gazebo or trellis. Autumn foliage 

Strophanthus speciosus Poison Rope  Yes  Seed   No  Forest climber use on edges for its flowers. 

Senecio tamoides  Canary Creeper  Yes  Seed & cuttings  Yes  Yellow flowers in winter, seeds in spring. 
Senecio deltoideus Honey Creeper  Yes  Seed & cuttings  Yes  Sunbird food and insects in winter. 
Senecio quinquelobus Quilted-leaved Senecio Hardy  Seed & cuttings  No  Sunbird and insect food. Late summer flowers. 

Coccinea hirtella  Wild Cucumber  Yes  Seed   No  Forest edge species food for wildlife. 

Vernonia angulifolia Trailing Vernonia  Yes  Seed    No  Forest edge species flowers in winter.  



HERBACEOUS PLANTS 
 
BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME SHELTER PROPAGATION NURSERIES REMARKS 
Agapanthus campanulatus Bell Agapanthus  Hardy  Seed or Division  Yes  Deciduous  

Alepidea amatymbica Giant Alepidea  Hardy  Seed   No  Deciduous medicinal plant 

Aloe boylei  Broad-leaved Grass Aloe Hardy  Seed   Perhaps  Orange flowers in summer, sunbirds 

Aloe cooperi  Cooper’s Grass Aloe Yes  Seed   Perhaps  Large wet feet full sun, sunbirds, attracts insects 

Aloe kraussii  Broad-leaved Yellow Grass Aloe Yes  Seed   No  Clump forming attracts insects  
Aloe maculata  Common Soap Aloe Hardy  Seed or suckers  Yes   Winter colour orange and yellow forms sunbirds 
Artemisia afra  Wild Wormwood  Hardy  Seed or cuttings  Yes  Scented leaves, medicinal plant attracts insects 

Berkheya purpurea Purple Berkheya  Hardy  Seed   No  Purple flowers clump forming attracts insects medicinal plant. 
Berkheya rhapontica    Hardy  Seed   No  Yellow flowers clump forming attracts insects medicinal plant 
Berkheya setifera  Buffalo-tongue Berkheya Hardy  Seed   No  Yellow flowers clump forming attracts insects medicinal plant 
Berkheya speciosa    Hardy  Seed   No  Yellow flowers clump forming attracts insects medicinal plant 
Boophone disticha Sore-eye Flower  Hardy  Seed   Perhaps  Pink tumble weed in early spring Medicinal plant 

Bowiea volubilis  Climbing Lily  Yes  Seed   Perhaps  Climbing bulb medicinal plant 
Brunsvegia grandiflora Giant Candelabra Flower Hardy  Seed   No  Pink flowers in summer medicinal plant 

Brunsvegia natalensis Natal Candelabra Flower Hardy  Seed   No  Pink flowers in spring medicinal plant 
Brunsvegia radulosa Candelabra Flower Hardy  Seed   No  Pink flowers in summer medicinal plant 
Brunsvegia undulata Ruby Candelabra Flower Hardy  Seed   No  Ruby flowers in late summer medicinal plant 
Callilepis laureola Ox-eye Daisy  Hardy  Seed   No  White flowers with dark centre medicinal plant 

Chlorophytum krookianum Giant Chlorophytum Yes  Seed or division  Yes  White flowers in summer wetland plant or forest edge 

Chrysanthemoides monilifera subsp. canescens Bush-tick Berry Hardy  Seed   Yes  Yellow flowers pioneer plant insects 
Cotyledon orbiculata Pig’s Ears  Hardy  Seed or division  Yes  Succulent attracts sunbirds 

Crinum bulbispermum Orange River Lily Hardy  Seed   Yes  Wetland plant pink striped flowers in spring 

Crocosmia aurea  Falling Stars   Hardy  Seed or division  Yes  Orange flowers in late summer sun or shade attracts insects 

Crocosmia paniculata ZigZag Falling Stars Hardy  Seed or division  Yes  Large clump forming, sunbirds has pleated leaves, best in full sun 

Dianthus zeyheri  Wild Carnation  Hardy  Seed   No  Pink flowers in early summer 

Diascia integerrima Twinspur  Hardy  Seed or cuttings  Yes  Pink flowers for insects and in full sun 

Dierama latifolium Broad-leaved Hairbell Hardy  Seed   Perhaps  Pink flowers clump forming medicinal plant 

Dierama luteoalbidum White Hairbell  Hardy  Seed   No  White to yellow flowers endemic 

Encephalartos ghellinckii Drakensberg Cycad Hardy  Seed or suckers  No  Cycad endemic fine leaves 

Eucomis autumnalis Common Pineapple Flower Hardy  Seed   Yes  Green flowers medicinal plant 

Eucomis bicolor  Forest Pineapple Flower Hardy  Seed   Yes  Whitish flowers with maroon centre medicinal plant 

Eucomis humilis  Dwarf Pineapple Flower Hardy  Seed   Yes  Whitish flowers medicinal plant 

Galtonia candicans Common Berg Lily Hardy  Seed   Yes  Lovely white flowers in spring. 

Galtonia viridiflora Green Berg Lily  Hardy  Seed   Yes  Greenish flowers in summer medicinal  

Gladiolus dalenii  Wild Gladiolus  Hardy  Seed   Yes  Orange flowers in summer medicinal plant 
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HERBACEOUS PLANTS continued……… 
BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME SHELTER PROPAGATION NURSERIES REMARKS 
Gomphostigma virgata Otterbush  Hardy  Seed or cuttings  Yes  Wetland plant with grey leaves medicinal plant. 
Gunnera perpensa River Pumpkin  Hardy  Seed or division  Yes  Wetland plant medicinal plant  
Haemanthus humilis Rabbit’s Ears  Hardy  Seed   No  Pink flowers in summer medicinal plant 
Hesperantha coccinea Scarlet River Lily  Hardy  Seed or division  Yes  Grown along stream banks and ponds, late summer flowers 

Hypoxis hemerocallidea Star-flower  Hardy  Seed   Yes  Medicinal plant yellow flowers for insects 

Hypoxis colchicifolia Broad-leaved Hypoxis  Hardy  Seed   No  Medicinal plant yellow flowers for insects 
Kalanchoe thrysiflora White Lady  Hardy  Seed or division  Yes  Succulent attracts sunbirds and insects 

Kniphofia sp.  Poker   Hardy  Seed or division  Yes  Many species flower in spring and winter, sunbirds and medicinal 

Leonotis dubia  Forest Leonotis  Hardy  Seed or cuttings   Yes  Orange flowers winter sunbirds, good dwarf chameleon shelter 

Leonotis intermedia Broad-leaved Leonotis Hardy  Seed or cuttings   Yes  Orange flowers winter sunbirds, good dwarf chameleon shelter 

Leonotis leonurus  Wild Dagga  Hardy  Seed or cuttings   Yes  Orange flowers in winter sunbirds, good dwarf chameleon shelter 

Mentha aquatica  Water Mint  Hardy  Seed or cuttings  Yes  Mint attracts insects best in wetlands  
Mentha longifolia Wild Spearmint  Hardy  Seed or cuttings   Yes  white flowers in summer mint attracts insects wetlands best 

Nemesia sylvatica White Forest Nemesia Yes  Seed or cuttings  No  white flowers on forest edges attracts insects. 
Nerine appendiculata Nerine   Yes  Seed or division  Yes  Pink flowers for insects collectors plant 

Nerine bowdenii  Large Pink Nerine Yes  Seed or division  Yes  Pink flowers for insects collectors plant 
Nidorella anomale    Hardy  Seed or cuttings  No  Yellow flowers summer attracts insects, dwarf chameleon shelter 

Persicaria amphibia Amphibious Knotweed Hardy  Seed or division  No  Aquatic pink flowers in winter 
Peucedanum capense Large Wild Carrot Hardy  Seed   No  Yellowish flowers attracts insects medicinal plant 

Phymaspermum acerosum Curry’s Post Bush Hardy  Seed   No  Tight heads of yellow daisy flowers attracts insects. 
Plectranthus calycinus Upland Fly Bush  Yes  Seed   No  Mint family good dwarf chameleon shelter. 

Pycnostachys reticulata Slender Pycnostachys Hardy  Seed or cuttings  Yes  Mint family flowers late summer, good dwarf chameleon shelter 
Pycnostachys urticifolia Dark Blue Pycnostachys Hardy  Seed or cuttings  Yes  Mint family flowers late summer, good dwarf chameleon shelter 

Ranunculus multifidus Common Buttercup Hardy  Seed   Yes  Wetland plant attracts insects and seed-eaters. 

Scadoxus puniceus Snake Lily  Yes  Seed   Yes   Spring sunbirds and insects bulb, medicinal plant. 
Scabiosa columbaria Wild Scabiosa  Hardy  Seed   Yes  Summer flowers for insects, medicinal plant 

Scilla natalensis  Blue Squill  Hardy  Seed   Yes  Most utilised medicinal plant good insect plant. 
Sclerochiton harveyanus Forest Blue Lips  Yes  Seed   Yes  Forest understorey shrub insect food  
Sutherlandia montana Mountain Cancer Bush Yes  Seed   Yes  Annual in full sun red flowers, medicinal plant. 
Vernonia hirsuta  Quilted-leaved Vernonia Hardy  Seed   No  Grassland special insect heaven. 
Vernonia natalensis Silver Vernonia  Hardy  Seed   No  Grassland special insect heaven 
Watsonia densiflora Natal Watsonia  Hardy  Seed   Perhaps  Grassland bulb in colonies. 
Watsonia socium  Orange Watsonia  Hardy  Seed   Perhaps  Grassland bulb in colonies. 
Xysmalobium undulatum Milkwort  Hardy  Seed   No  Medicinal plant and insect food. 
Zantedeschia aethiopica White Arum Lily  Yes  Seed   Yes  Medicinal and ornamental cut flower. Frog heaven. 

Zantedeschia albomaculata Arrow-leaved Arum Yes  Seed   Yes  Medicinal and ornamental cut flower. Frog heaven. 
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Primates Africa was started by a number of NGO’s and individuals involved with the care of primates in 

November 2005. There is a desperate need to preserve our South African primates in the wild, as their current death 

rate in urban and agricultural areas is increasing at an alarming rate. Our main concern is the welfare of the urban 

and rural primates as primates are adequately conserved in national game parks by government supported 

conservation agencies. Councils also control vast natural areas – these enjoying very little management and 

protection by and large – they, too, need our assistance. 

Primates Africa aims to do 2 things: 

• Provide a forum where primate organizations and individuals can support each other and network amongst 

each other to more efficiently protect the rights and welfare of primates 

• Use volunteers to provide a community service while simultaneously assisting in primate conservation in the 

following areas: 

1. Providing a ‘Monkey hotline’ to assist callers who require information about living with primates or 

who report injured primates - no: 08 44 32 99 74. 

2. Rescue network – volunteers are trained to assist with rescuing injured or orphaned primates 

3. Veterinary and ICU care for injured primates 

4. Education – in schools by offering talks to children and developing educational material 

- Counseling people who have problems with primates 

- Dropping brochures in ‘hot’ areas 

- Advising on management of primates when required 

- Educational talks for interest groups 

- Writing regular articles in magazines and newspapers about primates 

- Educational literature for various cultural groups 

5. Participating in the Environmental Impact Assessments and advising on improved planning during the 

development stage to reduce human/animal problems later. 

6. Assisting in research on benefits of primates, behaviour modification methods and population 

dynamics. 

It is hoped that Primates Africa will soon be able to establish a specialized primate sanctuary and rehabilitation 

centre in KZN to cater for the many primates removed from the wild due to injury, capture or being orphaned. 

 

Volunteers offer their time at no charge, but we require funding for medical costs, telephone costs, printing, 

transport, food, building of enclosures to operate the community service. Additional funding is required for the 

establishment of a primate sanctuary/rehabilitation centre in KZN and the maintenance thereof. 

 

We rely entirely on commerce and individuals for funding. We rely on members of the public to assist with our 
services.  Our success is in your hands - we rely entirely on you! 

Hotline
084 432 9974


